GLADSTONE                        85
We can see how the Education Act had annoyed
the Nonconformists, and the University Bills had
annoyed the Church. On the other hand the
Irish were not in the least grateful for the assaults
on the Upas Tree, The abolition of Purchase
irritated what army men were still Liberal, The
Mines Acts were distasteful to the coal-owning
Liberals and to the supporters of laisstz fain
generally. The Licensing Act inconvenienced not
only that important mass of Her Majesty's sub-
jects which was seized with a sudden thirst at
three o'clock in the morning, but also the trade
union leaders, who, it appeared, always did their
business after midnight in public-houses. The
newly enfranchised working classes had better
claims to a grievance, for, though nearly the whole
legislative output of 1868-1874 has eventually
worked to their advantage, they got very little
immediate return for their money. The unions,
profiting from a trade boom, were growing, like
strikes, in powder and numbers, and Gladstone,
having given them one Trade Union Act at the
beginning of his administration, refused to give
them another. The surpluses, -which merely went
to reduce income tax, failed to stimulate enthus-
iasm in a class of voter which would not pay
income tax anyhow. The admirable foreign
policy of the Government appeared pusillanimous
and boring. Administrative scandals loomed vast.
The Chancellor of the Exchequer, Lowe, intro-
duced a tax on matches with a joke, " ex Iwe